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Mexican coffee growers did not immediately accept the creation of the Mexican Coffee Council
(Consejo Mexicano del Cafe, CNC) with open arms. On Jan. 26, Fernando Celis and Antonio
Garcia, leaders of the National Coordinator of Coffee Organizations (Coordinacion Nacional de
Organizadoras Cafetaleras, CNOC), said the government acted too hastily in forming the new
organization, which replaced the Mexican Coffee Institute (INMECAFE). (For previous coverage
see SourceMex, 01/27/93). Celis and Garcia said the CNOC, which represents 70,000 independent
coffee growers, was not consulted about the structure and function of the new organization. In
addition, Celis and Garcia charged that a majority of the council members were representatives
of either the state or federal governments. They suggested the CNC should be composed of 60%
growers and representatives of the coffee industry, which would ensure greater autonomy from
the government. Also on Jan. 26, INMECAFE employees scheduled to lose their jobs on Feb. 1 took
ex-director Guillermo Funes and eight other former INMECAFE officials hostage and held them
for 18 hours. Interior Secretariat (Gobernacion) official Juan Barquet told the government news
service Notimex that Funes and the eight other former INMECAFE officials were set free after the
laid-off workers received assurances their demands for compensation would be considered. On
Jan. 31, worker spokesperson Griselda Peimbert said negotiations were under way to find adequate
compensation for the displaced INMECAFE workers. She said the government was offering 3,000
nuevo pesos (US$940) for each year of service, while the workers were demanding 5,000 nuevo pesos
per year (US$1,566). (Source: Notimex, 01/26/93, 01/27/93, 01/31/93)
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